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STATE 
OF 
MONTANA 


ATTORNEY GENERAL 
MIKE GREELY 


JUSTICE BUILDING, 215 N. SANDERS, HELENA, MONTANA 69620 
TELEPHONE (406) 444-2026 


24 June 1987 


Dear Fellow Montanans: 


In 1986, Montana's driving public recorded a 26-year low 
in traffic fatalities. Montana's highways remained as 
safe in 1986 as they were in 1960. 


You--the motoring public--accomplished this by 
voluntarily complying with traffic laws, supporting 
safety education programs, encouraging the use of seat 
belts, and assisting your law enforcement agencies. 


Our primary goal is the reduction of death and suffering 
on Montana's streets and highways. To achieve this 
goal, we need your continued cooperation and voluntary 
compliance with law enforcement 


Please join us in our cause to prevent traffic 
accidents. Buckle up and let your driving habits be an 
example to all who use Montana's highways. 


truly yours, 


Attorney General 


Department of Justice 


MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL 


303 ROBERTS, HELENA, MONTANA 59620 (406) 444-3000 


Honorable Mike Greely 
Attorney General 
Justice Building 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully submit this 
1986 report of accident analysis. 


The greatest accomplishment of 1986 was maintaining the highway 
traffic fatality toll at 222 persons. It has been 26 years since 
Montana highway traffic fatalities have reached this low. 


The cost of the loss of lives, injuries and property damage con- 
tinues to be more than all of the losses from major crime and 
fires in our state. 


The Patrol continues our efforts to prevent loss of life and limb 
and to assist the motoring public. 


The abuse of alcohol continues to be a major factor in fatal acci- 
dents. All drivers must be responsible for their own sobriety and 
the duties they owe their fellow motorists. 


We encourage all Montana motorists to get in the habit of wearing 
seat belts in each and every vehicle they are riding or driving. 
The habit of wearing a seat belt is one of the best ways to 


prevent death and injury. 


We wish to express our gratitude for your personal support of the 
Highway Patrol and we look forward to serving you and the citizens 
of Montana by following our Patrol motto, “Service with Humility." 


Sincerely, 


COLONEL R. W. LANDON 
Chief Administrator 
Montana Highway Patrol 
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MONTANA'S 1986 TRAFFIC TOLL 


* 222 FATALITIES * ONE FATALITY EVERY 39.5 HOURS 


* 
xk 


8,461 INJURIES ONE INJURY EVERY 62.1 MINUTES 


* 17,226 ACCIDENTS REPORTED * ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 30.5 MINUTES 


* 


* $133 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS $364,679.45 LOSS EVERY DAY 


Deaths Injuries 
DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 
...4/7 accidents 
222, 8461 ...23 injured persons 
. MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 
..-between 4 and 5 p.m. than 
rae ig Down 2.8% any other hour of the day 


..on Friday than any other day 
of the week. 


.-in November than any other 
month of the year. 


MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 
Motor Vehicle 


Miles (estimate) ...between 1 and 2 p.m. than any 
other time of day. 


..on Saturday than any other day 
of the week. 


..-in August than any other month 
of the year. 


Death Rate 
poh illions) 
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Down 4.0% Down 0.3% 


Reportable Accidents 
($250 damage/death or injury) 


Interstate Highway 
U.S. Highway 

State Highway 
County Roads 

Local Streets 


Total 


Deaths Resulting 


Injuries (non-fatal) 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 


1 January 1986 - 31 December 1986 


1,234 
4,514 
5,144 
2,310 
4,024 


17,226 
222 


8,461 


Drivers Invovled: 


Male 
Female 


Not Stated 


Total 


17,194 


9,585 
1 


26, 780 


Accidents Investigated: 


Highway Patrol 7,901 


Other Agencies 


9,325 
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Month 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Or. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


Accidents 
Reported 


1,428 
1,588 
1,032 
WloS 
o25 
Po9s 
US o7, 
1,516 
Le ya7ks} 
1,415 
2,044 


1,500 


17226 


Fatal 
Accidents 


9 
8 
16 


19 


5} 


Deaths 


10 

8 
ry. 
10 
iY) 
34 
a3 
34 

9 


24 


222 


329 
529 
565 
a25 
725 
853 
863 
928 
697 
J57 
873 


607 


8,461 


Non-fatal 
Injuries 


Estimated 


Economic Loss 


$. = 7 5246,500 
6,740,200 
8,834,100 
7,627,200 
11,208,200 
16,534,100 
16,720,400 
16,553,600 

8,579,000 
13,080,400 
12,033,400 


7,950,900 


$133, 108,000 
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FATALITIES BY AGE AND SEX 
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AGE AND SEX 
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Month 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 TOTAL 


Jan. 1 re 10 20 iy 32 2e 20 23 8 10 170 
Feb. uy 16 19 19 20 3 et 12 a 8 144% 
March 28 11 22 ret 18 15 18 26 is 17 191 
April 19 28 19 26 es 26 164 17 10 10 194 
May 20 42 31 31 28 21 22 14 24 17 250 
June 28 28 38 41 27 23 26 17 32 34 294 
July 48 42 34 36 4&4 32 30 30 33 33 364* 
Aug. 44 (av 28 39 43 33 31 29? 30 34 358 : 
Sept. 18 31 36 23 resi 24 35 21 ee S/ 240 
Oct. 41 13 34 24 31 20 15 24 12 24 238 
Nov. 18 16 28 29 31 22 rae | 20 Pe 17 214 
Dec. 27 uw 23 23 20 13 11 S 14 7) 152 


TOTALS 320 271 332 325 338 254 286 238 223 222 2BO9KHE 


*% Highest month over 10 year period 
*%*% Lowest month over 10 year period 


##* Total persons killed over 10 year period 


Month 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
OcE. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


TOTAL 


FATALITIES AND DRINKING 
1986 


MONTANA 


DRIVERS PASSENGERS PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS TOTAL 


Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD 


6 2 4 L 0 0 0 0 10 3 
7 2 ik i 0 0 0 0 8 3 
Ms} 9 al 0 0 0 1 0 a | 9 
8 6 i 0 1 At 0 0 10 7 
8 0 8 3 L i 0 0 L7 4 
20 10 43 5 il i 0 0 34 16 
19 7 ae 2 1 0 i 0 33 5 
23 i 7 2 4 1 0 0 34 15 
5 3 3 i 0 0 1 0 9 S 
L3 - 9 6 i. 1 1 0 24 ome 
11 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 Ly 2 
6 4 2 0 ul i 0 0 9 5 
141 61 67 2H 10 6 4 0 222 88 


HBD - had been drinking (.05% blood alcohol or more) 


43% of drivers killed had been drinking 
31% of passengers killed had been drinking 
60% of pedestrians killed had been drinking 


40% of all persons killed had been drinking 


EAGT Atay ek ty CALENDAR 


Total for Month: 10 Total for Month: 8 ; 
Total for Year: 10 Total for Year: 18 a ir 3 y 


Total for Month: 10 Total for Month: 17 Total for Month: 34 
Total for Year: 45 Total for Year: 62 Total for Year: 96 


AUGUST 


Total for Month: 33 Total for Month: 34 Total for Month: 9 
Total for Year: 129 Total for Year: 163 Total for Year: 172 


NOVEMBER 


Total for Month: 24 Total for Month: 7 Total for Month: 9 
Total for Year: 196 Total for Year: 213 Total for Year: 222 
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REROMRZH Ob COORKANZRY 


Holiday 


Memorial Day 


0 DEATHS 


Independence Day 


3 DEATHS 


Labor Day 


3 DEATHS 


Thanksgiving 


4 DEATHS 


Christmas 


0 DEATHS 


New Year's 


8 DEATHS 


MONTANA 


1986 HOLIDAY PERIODS 


Number 
of Hours 


78 


78 


78 


102 


54 


54 


Patrol 
District 


(I 
(iI 
(FIT 
(IV 
(V 


CE 
(II 
(Err 
(IV 
(V 


(I 
(II 
(111 
(IV 
(V 


(I 
(II 
(ELE 
(IV 
(V 


(I 
(II 
(III 
(IV 
(V 


(I 
GCL 
(TFT 
(IV 
(V 


Fatal 


Accidents 


ooo°c°o oOo NF eH FOoOoOOoOnN OroOONnN ooo°o°o 


NOOrFO 


Persons 
Killed 


(a= fail t=) OONEF eH rPoOOOnN Oroont ooo°co 


SNOOrFO 


ALCOHOL AND DEATHS 
FATAL TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 


a 
| 


as, 


ALCOHOL AND DRIVERS 
FATAL ACCIDENTS 


TV. 
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